
Your support has provided shelter for 134 women and 
children thus far in 2015! Two residents share their 
stories with you here:

In September of this year, JS and her six children arrived 
at Ruth’s House. They had been living in a van since June 
after fleeing an abusive relationship. JS said, “I called 
shelters every day, all day, but with six children it was  
hard to get in to a shelter.” Now safe and stable at Ruth’s 
House, J’s family has a warm, supportive place to live 
and people to assist them as they begin finding their way 
home. “I hope and pray you can understand how much I 
need a place I am able to afford and a place my children 
can call home.” 

TN shares: “It’s been almost three years since I first walked 
through Ruth’s House doors feeling just hopeless and 
helpless. Today because of the assistance that this program 
has provided me, I have my own stable and affordable 
housing. I have reached so many goals that I thought were 
impossible to obtain. I have both my oldest and youngest 
son back, I’m still sober, I got my drivers license back, am 
still gainfully employed at the same job. I am also going to 
school to be a Chemical Dependency counselor!

Ruth’s House showed me that I was deserving of good 
things. I just needed someone, actually anyone, to believe 
in me and not give up on me. Without the housing 
assistance I would never be able to make it financially as 
a single parent. Also, having a worker to meet with on a 
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 Home (definition):  one’s residence;  
one’s house. The mission of Ruth’s House is 
to provide a safe, healing home for those who 
are traveling a difficult path, those who find 
themselves trapped in life- changing situations 
which bring them homeless. We provide the 
house (the physical structure, the shelter) to 
keep families in need warm, to provide a bed 
to sleep in, food on the table and a space to 
call home. Ruth’s House provides a welcoming 
home to those who find themselves fleeing 
domestic violence, combating addiction or 
not having enough money to pay the rent. 
We provide space and time for those who are 
finding their way home, to a permanent home 
to house their family. But that is not the only home that many are trying to find. Just as important is the spiritual 
home which many are searching for, their place of security, renewal and peace....     

Thanks to your generous  giving of financial contributions  and volunteerism Ruth’s House has supported over 
1,200 individuals in housing and in finding their spiritual home. You have helped save lives!  Winston Churchill 
said, “We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.”  Please prayerfully consider a donation to 
keep the Ruth’s House home and mission alive!

With gratitude and faith,

Ruth Hickey

Over 2,000 years ago, the Christ child gave us the greatest gift, the opportunity to provide Him with warmth, 
shelter and hospitality. Weary and preparing for His birth, Mary and Joseph needed a place to stay as they 
journeyed far from home. And while the holy family rested in the shelter provided them and rejoiced in the 
birth of Christ, the star of Bethlehem guided the Wise Men to them for offering prayers and gifts. 

Christ’s gift to us is still available as much today as it was the night of His birth! Every time we shelter and care 
for another person, we are offering our warmth and hospitality to Him. This Christmas season and always, the 
light of the Christmas star can guide our prayers and gifts to those who need them the most. There are always 
many families and children in need at Ruth’s House, all on their journey of finding a way home. 

weekly basis has helped me immensely. Not only was she 
there when I needed guidance, encouragement, or just a 
friendly ear, but also was there if I needed to get groceries 
or get to an appointment. Because of the services that Ruth’s 
House offered me, my life is in the best place that it has ever 
been. Thank you!”



RUTH’S

Wish List

Words from a Volunteer

Thanks to Grantors and Donors:
Thanks to our Board of Directors &

Clients served  
in 2015

Transitional Shelter:  
 • 47 women
 • 48 children 

Off-Campus Program:
 • 15 adults
 • 24 children

Average length of stay was  
120 days. 
82% of women at the Shelter  
have experienced domestic 
violence.

Bathroom Elves 
To keep up with MN Health Department 
standards, Ruth’s House needed a 
remodel of the first floor-bathroom this 
year in order to meet handicap accessible 
regulations. Thanks to a generous grant 
from Open Your Heart to the Hungry 
and Homeless and speedy work by 
Luiken Construction, the bathroom was 
refurbished in a week’s time with little 
disruption to daily life at the house. 

Thanks to our Gala  
Committee & Attendees 
Ruth’s House: A Love Story–the theme 
of the 2015 Gala–was a story come true. 
Princesses might not dream of having 
milk on the table and a working clothes 
dryer, but at Ruth’s House these are 
the kind of things that make life easier 
for the women and children who live 
in the big, old house on the hill. With 
the move to the American Legion this 
year, attendance was higher at the Gala 
than ever before. Supporters bid on 
the popular Dessert Auction cakes and 
cupcakes as well as contributing over 
$4500 towards the milk and clothes dryer 
fund. With two new dryers at the shelter 
to accompany the new washing machines 
purchased with funds from last year’s 
Gala, at least everyone had clean clothes 
this year at Ruth’s House.

• Diapers sizes 4-5
• Baby Wipes
•  Children’s games & 

activities
• Coloring books

•  Children’s paints & 
watercolors

• Paper towels
• Stamps
• Copy paper

“ The greatest problem in this world is hunger.  
Not hunger of the stomach but hunger of the heart.”      
— Mother Teresa

“The community is behind the scenes at Ruth’s House in many ways. I 
volunteer regularly in various capacities – I have done yard work and 
washed windows, sorted and organized donations, been a front desk 
receptionist, provided childcare, headed up fundraising efforts, and have 
helped with a variety of other needs. I know that volunteering allows the 
Ruth’s House staff more direct time with their clients. 

By being a regular at Ruth’s House you have the chance to put a smile on a 
woman or child’s face. You can bring a plate of cookies and share a giggle 
and know that for a few minutes a client is joyful and experiences relief 
from her struggles. As Mary Jo Copeland says, ‘To the world you may be 
only one person, but to one person you may be the world.’”

Allina Foundation
Catholic Community Foundation
United Way of Faribault
ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant
Otto Bremer Foundation
Northfield Area United Way
The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis
WCA Foundation
Thrivent Financial North Chapter
Thrivent Financial South Chapter

Xcel Energy
Carlander Family
Edina Realty Foundation
Mardag Foundation
Open Your Heart Foundation
Suzie’s Smile Shines
WINGS
Sage Glass 
Walmart Foundation 
Lakelanders Barbershop Quartet

On this page is a small sample of the volunteer groups and 
individuals who helped at Ruth’s House this year. Thanks to 
everyone who has contributed! 

Thank you to Fareway Foods employees, Trinity Lutheran Church and 
Peace Church for sponsoring Ruth’s House families at Christmas.

You can Help!

Make a financial 
donation ($25 
can help provide 
food, shelter, and 
necessities)

Attend our Annual 
Gala, held on 

February 13, 2016. 
$50 per person for a 
great evening and a 

great cause!

Like our Facebook page to 
stay updated on current 
events at Ruth’s House.

Check out 
our website, 

ruthshousemn.org 
and watch for our new 
website coming soon!

Subscribe to our monthly email update. 
Guaranteed to inform and entertain!

Pledge your birthday 
to Ruth’s House. Have 
a party & ask guests 
to bring donations 
for Ruth’s House in 

lieu of gifts!

Volunteer! We always 
need Front Desk 
Receptionists, Handy-
people to help with 
repairs, Transportation 
Volunteers, and help 
with Childcare.

Become a 
monthly 
donor.

Direct Thrivent 
Dollars towards 

Ruth’s House. 

Hold a donation 
drive for Ruth’s 
House at your 

workplace.

Keep a jar 
at home 
for your 
kids to 
donate 
change. 

 To subscribe to our monthly email update and for more 
ways to help someone Find Their Way Home, contact 
Katiec.ruthshouse@gmail.com 

HELPERS
HOUSE


